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AN EPIPHANY POEM 

The Refugees 

 

Into the wild and painful cold of the starless winter night came the refugees, slowly making 

their way to the border. 

The man, stooped from age or anxiety, hurried his small family through the wind. 

Bearded and dark, his skin rough and cracked from the cold, his frame looming large in 

spite of the slumped shoulders: he looked like a man who could take care of whatever 

came at them from the dark. 

Unless, of course, there were too may of them. 

One man he could handle . . . two, even . . . , but a border patrol . . . they wouldn’t have 

a chance. 

His eyes, black and alert, darted from side to side, then over his shoulder, then back again 

forward. 

Had they been seen? 

Had they been heard? 

Every rustle of wind, every sigh from the child sent terror through his chest. 

Was this the way? 

Even the stars had been unkind - had hidden themselves in the ink of night so that the man 

could not read their way. 

Only the wind . . . was it enough? 

Only the wind and his innate sense of direction . . . what kind of a cruel judgment would 

that be, to wander in circles through the night? 

Or to safely make their way to the border only to find the authorities waiting for them? 

He glanced at the young woman, his bride. 

No more than a child herself, she nuzzled their newborn, kissing his neck. 

She looked up, caught his eye, and smiled. 

Oh how the homelessness had taken its toll on her! 

Her eyes were red, her young face lined, her lovely hair matted from inattention, her 

clothes stained from milk and baby, her hands chapped from the raw wind of winter 

She’d hardly had time to recover from childbirth when word had come that they were 

hunted and they fled with only a little bread, the remaining wine, and a small portion of 

cheese. 

Suddenly the child began to make small noises. 

The man drew his breath in sharply; the woman quietly put the child to breast. 

Fear . . . long dread-filled moments . . . huddled, the family stood still in the long silence. 

At last the man breathed deeply again, reassured they had not been heard. 

And into the night continued Mary and Joseph and the Babe. 

~Anne Weems 
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KINGDOM ROOTS     
1/05 (10:30am) 

State of the Church:  

Its All About the Kingdom 

Matthew 6:33, Romans 14:17 

communion 
 

1/12 (9:30am) 

We affirm the centrality  

of the Word of God. 

II Timothy 3: 14-17 

Week of Prayer (1/12-18) 
 

1/19 

Justice & the Centrality of God's Word 

Psalm 33:1-5; II Corinthians 5:17-20 

MLK Jr. Sunday 
 

1/26 

What Does God's Word Say to Us  

About Immigration? 

Leviticus 19:33-34 

Pastor Touger preaching 
  

2/2 

We affirm a commitment to the mission  

of the whole church Part I 

Colossians 1: 15-20 

communion 
 

2/9 

We affirm a commitment to the mission  

of the whole church  Part II 

Matthew 28:16-20 
 

2/16 

We affirm the church  

as a fellowship of believers. 

Psalm 133: 1-3; John 15: 9-17 
 

2/23   

We affirm the church  

as a fellowship of believers. 

Hebrews 10: 24-25; I Peter 2: 4-10 

Pastor Touger preaching 

Welcome new members!  

1/05  

NO SG hour 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

1/12 

Discovery Class 

Roots Covenant:  What does it mean to 

parent a new church? 

 

 

1/19 

Discovery Class 

Ed Gilbreath speaking 

 

)1/26 

Discovery Class 

Welcoming the Stranger:  A Biblical and 

Christian Perspective on Immigration 

(see page 7 for more information) 
  

 

2/2 

Discovery Class 

Welcoming the Stranger:  The Facts About 

Undocumented Immigrants & Refugees 
 

 

2/9 

Discovery Class 

Welcoming the Stranger:  

A Christian Response to Immigration 
 

2/16 

LIFE GROUPS  

 

 
 

2/23   

New member reception before SG hour 

First Covenant Church  

Hmong Funerals Protocol 

SG HOUR WORSHIP SERIES   

Our special guest for the morning is Ed Gilbreath, the new executive director of  

communications for the Evangelical Covenant Church.   

See page 4for more information on the events of the day.  
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MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. CELEBRATIONS 
BETTER TOGETHER: BECOMING THE BELOVED COMMUNITY 

Saturday, January 18th, 7:00 PM 

Union Gospel Mission, 435 University Ave. E, St. Paul 

The evening will include special musical guest Dan Adler along with the Heart of the City 

Singers and the Union Gospel Mission Choir.  Rev. Billy Russell, Senior Pastor of the  

Greater Friendship Missionary Baptist Church and President of the Minnesota State Baptist 

Convention, will be bringing our keynote address. 

This will be a powerful opportunity for reflection, prayer, and celebration of the fact that 

we truly are Better Together!  Presented by “Mission: St. Paul” a network of congregations 

and Christian leaders praying & collaborating to bring transformation to the city.  

 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 19 

We are privileged to welcome Ed Gilbreath, our denomination's new executive director of 

communications, as our guest speaker for the day. 

Edward Gilbreath is an award-winning journalist and author. An editor at large 

for Christianity Today, Ed was formerly the editor of Today’s Christian magazine and the 

founding editor of Urban Ministries Inc.’s online magazine, UrbanFaith.com. He is 

the author of numerous publications including the newly released Birmingham  

Revolution: Martin Luther King Jr.’s Epic Challenge to the Church.  In 2007 he was the 

Merit Award winner for his book, Reconciliation Blues: A Black Evangelical’s Inside View 

of White Christianity.  This past July, Ed was named the executive director of  

communications for the Evangelical Covenant Church. Ed’s mission, both professionally 

and personally, is to be a bridge-builder, bringing people together across racial,  

denominational, and cultural lines. He lives in the Chicago area with his wife, Dana, and 

their two children. 

Join us as Ed preaches, teaches and engages in conversation at the following gatherings: 

9:30am Worship 
 

11:00am Spiritual Growth Hour 
 

12:00pm Lunch and Book Discussion of the newly released Birmingham Revolution, at 

Pastor Touger & Mykou’s house.  Books will be available for purchase ($12) at the Wel-

come Center (where you can also sign-up to join us so we know how many to prepare 

for lunch). 

 

REIMAGINE THE FUTURE: 24TH ANNUAL MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. BREAKFAST  

(Sponsored by Saint Paul Area Council of Churches) Monday, January 20, 7:00-9:30am 

New Hope Baptist Church, 712 Burr Street, Saint Paul 

Registration online: www.spacc.org/mlk 

$5 per person, 12 and under are free. 
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BEGINNING THE NEW YEAR IN PRAYER 
WEEK OF PRAYER 

Sunday, January 12 - January 18 

To begin your journey in prayer, a guide called, "Truly Praying: Shaped by the Scriptures" 

will be available after the worship service on January 12th.  We hope you will find this a 

useful tool as you spend time with God this week.  Our Week of Prayer will conclude 

with our All Church Prayer Gathering on January 18, 9:00am in Upper Fellowship Hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL CHURCH PRAYER GATHERING 

Saturday, January 18, 9:00-11:00am 

Upper Fellowship Hall 

Do you feel burned out?  Do you feel like you're running on empty?  Or, do you feel  

excited about the new beginning you'll have with the start of a new year?  Do you want 

to start this New Year off in a new way?  If so, join us as we pray together as a church 

family.  Our theme for this prayer gathering is, "Renewal."  We believe that God is  

renewing and restoring us in and through Jesus Christ for God's glory, for our good, and 

for the benefit of the world.  Come and be renewed in prayer. 
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ADULT SPIRITUAL GROWTH OPPORTUNITIES  
WEDNESDAYS 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY (BEGINNING JANUARY 8) 

9:30-11:00am 

Enjoy coffee, fellowship, singing and a study of 2Corinthians, led by Don Pelto. 
 

HOLISTIC HEALTH & WELLNESS CLASS (BEGINNING JANUARY 15TH) 

6:15-7:45pm 

Room 201  

The Spiritual Growth Commission invites you to take some quiet time this winter and  

connect your mind, body, and spirit. A beginner yoga class with devotions, health and 

wellness topics, and Bible Study will be offered on alternating Wednesday evenings. Our 

yoga instructor is a parent of two young children, an elementary school teacher, and has 

taught for Yoga Devotion, a Christian yoga ministry. Sign up at the Welcome Center 

by January 5 and your name will be entered in a drawing to win a yoga mat. 

FRIDAYS (BEGINNING JANUARY 31)  

BIBLE STUDY FOR WOMEN 

9:30-11:00am  

Conference Room 

7 Truths from Experiencing God by Henry & Richard Blackaby 

"When you recognize where God is working, you can join Him in what He is doing." 

SATURDAYS 

MEN'S PRAYER BREAKFAST (BEGINNING JANUARY 4) 

8:00-9:30am (1st Saturday of every month) 

All men and soon to be men are invited to gather with us as we kick off our monthly 

Men's Prayer Breakfast.  In this gathering, we will share a meal, study the sermon text for 

the next day, and pray together.  This gathering will be on the 1st Saturday of every 

month at a local restaurant (TBD).  If you'd like more information, please contact Pastor 

Touger at touger@first-covenant.org. 

 

FAMILY VALUES FOR LIFE PRESENTS THE THIRD ANNUAL  

JUMP STARTING THE NEW YOU POST-HOLIDAY TEA 

Saturday, January 11, 10:00am to 1:30pm  

Upper Fellowship Hall 

Fellowship, Speaker, Praise Dancing, Food, Vendors selling goods Ladies !! This invitation is 

for YOU!  And for your NEIGHBOR in your/our community. Please join us for a day of 

spiritual empowerment and rejuvenation….a jump start for the New Year!   

This day will follow up with 3 weekly seminars focusing on Mental Alertness, Financial  

Security and Nutrition/Physical Fitness on Thursdays, January 16, 23, and 30, 6:00-8:00 

pm at First Covenant.  RSVP Armanda Barner 651-699-4593. 

mailto:touger@first-covenant.org
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ADULT SPIRITUAL GROWTH OPPORTUNITIES  
SUNDAYS 11:00AM (BEGINNING JANUARY 12) 

DISCOVERY CLASS 

Room 201 

We live in a unique world.  Much has been discovered, but much remains to discover.  In 

the case of First Covenant Church, we think in terms of discovery in the church and the 

faith of its people.  One discovers by asking questions, by listening to others talk of their 

faith, and by hearing leaders discuss their responsibilities.  If you are interested in discover-

ing more about FCC and perhaps membership, join us! Please sign up at the Welcome 

Center or contact the church office. 

 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH HOUR - WELCOMING THE STRANGER 

Upper Fellowship Hall 

Most people think of immigration only as a political or economic issue.  However, have 

you ever wondered if it might not also be a biblical issue?  During the Spiritual Growth 

Hour, we will engage with the topic of immigration from a biblical perspective exploring 

what the scriptures have to say about welcoming the "stranger." 

 

"CLEANING HOUSE: A MOM'S 12-MONTH EXPERIMENT TO RID HER HOME OF 

YOUTH ENTITLEMENT" BOOK CLUB 

Room 104a 

During Sunday morning musical rehearsals this winter, join us for a relaxing book club  

discussion using Kay Wills Wyma's book Cleaning House: A Mom's 12-Month Experiment 

to Rid Her Home of Youth Entitlement. Sign up at the Welcome Center by January 5 and 

your name will be entered in a drawing to win a copy of the book. 

 

LIFE GROUPS 

Starting in February, Life Groups will continue to meet the 3rd Sunday of each month. If 

you’d like to join a Life Group, please contact Janet Hagfors at janet@hagfors.com. 
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CHILDREN  PRE-K - 5TH GRADE 

SUNDAY MORNINGS (BEGINNING JANUARY 12
TH

) 
 

9:15AM – 10:30AM 

INFANT NURSERY (birth – 2 years old) 

Room 105 
 

TODDLER NURSERY (2 & 3 year olds) 

Room 106 

Our toddlers will enjoy hearing Bible stories, singing, crafts, and play time. 
 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH (pre-k – 2nd grade) 

Room 104b 

Children will worship together through age appropriate biblical teachings, songs, crafts, and 

other age appropriate activities. Children will meet the Children’s Church workers in the 

back of the sanctuary immediately following the offertory; and rejoin their families during 

the closing hymn. 
 

11:00AM – NOON 

SUNDAY SCHOOL (nursery – pre-k) 

Rooms 105 & 106 

Sunday School is a time for children to learn biblical truths and experience the love of God 

through building lasting relationships with teachers and peers.  This is done through  

learning Bible stories, crafts, and play time.   
 

THE ELECTRIC SUNSHINE MAN REHEARSALS (K-5th grade) 

Lower Fellowship Hall 

We will not be having Sunday School so all children can be part of the musical. 

THE ELECTRIC SUNSHINE MAN (K-5 grade)  

The incredible life of Thomas Alva Edison, the inventor of the light bulb, the phonograph 

and the moving picture camera, among thousands of other ones. This is an exciting  

musical, with great songs and an excellent instrumental soundtrack.  Kids will not only 

learn about an important figure in history, but will have lots of fun getting to know this 

unique person and his valuable legacy and inspiring message. 
 

Parents Informative Meeting  

Sunday, January 5, 11:30am  

Game Room 
 

Rehearsals Beginning January 12  

      Sundays,11:00am-12:00noon  

      Wednesdays, 6:15-7:45pm   

       Lower Fellowship Hall 
 

Performances: Saturday, March 1, 4:00pm 

           Sunday, March 2, 10:30am 

              Johnson High School Auditorium 



9 

CHILDREN  PRE-K - 5TH GRADE 
WEDNESDAYS (BEGINNING JANUARY 15

TH
) 

4:00PM – 5:45PM 

EAST SIDE THRIVE (K-12
th
 grade) – AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM 

Youth Wing 

See full information about our after school program on page 13. 

 

6:15PM – 7:45PM 

NOTE: BIG G’S NEIGHBORHOOD (K – 5
th
 grade) 

We will not be having Big G’s neighborhood for K-5th grade, so that we can prepare for 

The Electric Sunshine Man performance on March 1 & 2.  We encourage all the children 

to come and be a part of the musical.   

 

NURSERY CARE (birth – 2 years old) 

Room 105 

 

LITTLE BIG G’S NEIGHBORHOOD (PRE-K) 

Room 106 

Little G’s Neighborhood is a place for our pre-k’ers to call their own.  In Little Big G’s the 

kids will hear Bible stories, do arts and crafts, and enjoy time of free play. 

 

CHILDREN’S MUSICAL REHEARSALS – ELECTRIC SUNSHINE MAN (K – 5
th
 grade) 

Lower Fellowship Hall & Lower Classroom 

(see page 8 for more details) 

 

 

WELLNESS POLICY REMINDER 

Parents, we respectfully ask that you be considerate of other children and volunteers  

especially during the cold and flu season.  Please do not put your children into the  

nursery or Sunday School if they are showing signs of being sick or have had a fever in 

the last 24 hours. Thank you for your cooperation! 
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YOUTH 6TH - 12TH GRADES 
SUNDAY MORNINGS (BEGINNING JANUARY 12) 
 

11:00AM – 12:00PM 

JUNIOR HIGH SUNDAY SCHOOL (6
th
-8

th
 graders) 

Game Room 

When we talk about God…what do we mean? This winter, catch a bigger picture of who 

God is and how that picture can transform their lives 
 

SENIOR HIGH SUNDAY SCHOOL (9
th
-12

th
 graders) 

Graffiti Room 

This winter we are going back to the basics. When it comes to things like God, the Bible, 

the world and sin…what do we believe? How does what we believe move from our 

head, to our heart, to our hands (action)? Join us as we take a fresh look at faith.  

 

WEDNESDAYS (BEGINNING JANUARY 15) 
 

3:30-4:30PM 

DIG DEEP BIBLE STUDY (9
th
-12

th
 graders) 

Room 201 

Want to have a life that looks more like Jesus? Want to learn how to study the Bible? Join 

us as we dig deep into the book of Luke together to discover more about the life of Christ. 
 

4:00-5:45PM 

EAST SIDE THRIVE (6
th
-12

th
 graders) 

Youth and Children’s Wing 

See full information about our after school program on page 13. 
 

5:00-6:00PM 

CONFIRMATION (7
th 

and 8
th
 graders) 

Room 201 

Our New Testament journey continues through the life, death and resurrection of Christ 

and the birth of the early church! 
 

6:15-7:45PM 

YOUTH GROUP (6
th
-12

th
 graders) 

Game and Graffiti Rooms 

We grow as a community of peers and mentors in faith and life. Small groups, games and 

teaching geared for real life are a part of our time together. This winter we encounter the 

story of the Bible through storytelling, creative reflection, and lively dialogue. 
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YOUTH 6TH - 12TH GRADES (AND BEYOND!) 
COLLEGE and CAREER DINNER and MOVIE (young adults) 

Thursday, January 2, 5:30-9:00pm (approximately) 

Rosedale Mall 

Grab this chance to hang out and catch up! We meet at Chipotle at 5:30pm for dinner, 

then catch an early evening showing of “12 Years A Slave” or “Mandela: Long Walk to 

Freedom” (depends on what is in theaters). Anyone interested is invited back to Kate 

Makoksy’s house (847 Ivy Ave) for dessert and conversation following. Stay tuned for 

more details! 

 

SENIOR HIGH SERVE DAY: ARC’S VALUE VILLAGE (9
th
-12

th
 graders) 

Saturday, January 18, 12:00-4:30pm 

Meets at and returns to First Covenant, ARC’S located at: 1650 White Bear Ave N  

We meet for lunch at church before heading out to give back at a local thrift shop. Help 

sort, organize and get items ready for sale by unpacking donations; hanging and tagging 

clothes; testing small appliances to make sure they work, and more. 

 

MEMBERSHIP LUNCH and GROUP CONVERSATION (9
th
-12

th
 graders) 

Sunday, February 9, 12:00-1:00pm 

Lower Fellowship Hall 

Interested in knowing what membership at First Covenant is all about? Finished  

Confirmation and not sure what the next step is? This lunch session lets you meet with 

church leadership and talk through what a growing commitment to church is about. Talk 

to Kate Makosky, Keith Turnquist or Kris Luchsinger for more information.  

 

CONFIRMATION RETREAT (7
th
 and 8

th
 graders) 

Sunday, February 16, 3:00pm - Monday, February 17, 2:30pm 

Dunrovin Retreat Center, 15525 St. Croix Trail N., Marine on St. Croix 

Save the date for our annual retreat! More details coming soon. Contact Pastor Anne or 

Kate Makosky for more information. 

 

YOUTH AND FAMILY NIGHT: “THE BLACK SNOWMAN” AT THE STEPPINGSTONE 

THEATER (6
th
-12

th
 graders and parents and guardians) 

Friday, February 21, 6:30-8:45pm  

(dinner and drop in after school starting at 4:00pm) 

Meets at and returns to First Covenant, Stepping Stone located at: 55 Victoria St. N. 

Parents and guardians are invited along for an evening at the theater! African  

drumming and dance provide an authentic backdrop for this Black History Month  

celebration of family, self, and heritage. The evening features a “talk back” session  

following the production with the youth cast members.  
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CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILIES 
NURSERY AND YOUTH DINNER AND TRAINING 

Wednesday, January 8, 5:45–7:30pm 

Upper Fellowship Hall 

Nursery, youth & family ministries will be preparing for the new year with a dinner and 

training night.  After a shared meal, we’ll divide into respective ministry teams for 

training, encouragement, and prayer. 

 

INTERNATIONAL FALLS SUMMER MISSION TRIP (IFMT) INFORMATION 

July 6-13, 2014 youth and adults from First Covenant Church of Saint Paul partner with 

International Falls Covenant Church for a unique mission trip experience. The trip is a 

strategic outgrowth of our commitment to Sticky Faith at First Covenant. Our dream is 

that by serving alongside one another, youth and adults are able to form “sticky”  

relationships – creating an environment where the Holy Spirit is a part of  

intergenerational faith formation. 
 

What will we be doing? Great question! Trip specifics are being finalized along with the 

formation of the team itself. We do know that many outreach opportunities will be 

available to us, including a possible VBS-type camp for children and youth as well as 

some light construction and household repair projects for International Falls residents.  
 

APPLICATION DEADLINE EXTENDED! It's not too late to sign up for this life-changing 

experience. Forms need to be turned in by Sunday, January 5 for all youth and adults 

interested in this trip. Grab a paper application on the kiosks at church or follow the 

link from the church website (www.first-covenant.org).  
 

IFMT TEAM LUNCH AND MEETING 

Sunday, January 19,12:00-1:00pm 

Lower Fellowship Hall 

All team members will meet for lunch and team building. This is the first chance 

for this team to get to know one another and start planning for the upcoming 

trip. Questions? Let Jim Luchsinger or Kate Makosky know. 
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PARTNERS 
ROOTS COV LAUNCH TEAM GATHERINGS 

Sundays, 3:00-5:00pm 

TBD 

First Covenant Church is parenting a church plant called Roots Covenant Church.  We will 

be preparing to launch a worship service in the Hamline-Midway neighborhood in April / 

May of 2014.   

If you'd like more information, please contact Pastor Touger: touger@first-covenant.org 

 

 

EAST SIDE THRIVE 

Wednesdays 4:00-5:45pm 

First Covenant Church 

We are extremely excited to start another year of EST!  We will resume programming on 

January 15th, 2014.  Starting in the new year EST will be partnering with local  

organizations and artists of all sorts, who will be doing workshops with our students.   

IF you are an artist or have suggestions for artists that would possibly be open to do a 

workshop please contact Vanessa Gill. 

We will have 2-3 new students from the U of M starting in early February.  We are still in 

need of more volunteers and would love for you to join our team. If you are interested 

please contact the Program Manager Vanessa Gill at Vanessa@tspcov.org. 

Check out the East Side Thrive page on the FCC’s website for photos and details about 

what we have going on. 

  

 

FAMILY VALUES FOR LIFE PRESENTS THE THIRD ANNUAL  

JUMP STARTING THE NEW YOU POST-HOLIDAY TEA 

Saturday, January 11, 10:00am to 1:30pm  

Upper Fellowship Hall 

For more information see page 6. 

mailto:touger@first-covenant.org
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LOOKING AHEAD 
ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 

March 5, 6:30pm 

worship with ashes in the Sanctuary  

 

SET APART---A FAITH-FILLED CONFERENCE FOR WOMEN 

Friday, March7 and/or Saturday, March 8, 2014 

Northwestern College, 3003 Snelling, St. Paul MN 

Aah, the JOURNEY  "May the God of Hope fill you with all Peace and Joy as you Trust in 

Him so that you may overflow with Hope by the Power of the Holy Spirit."  Romans 15:13 

Featured speakers Susie Larson and Wendie Pett with praise worship times, lunch each day 

and three workshops a day. Watch for follow-up registration information. 

 

JUNIOR HIGH SERVE NIGHT: FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN (6
th
-8

th
 graders) 

Friday, March 14 from 6:00-9:30pm 

Meets at and returns to First Covenant 

 

WOMEN MINISTRIES/NORTHWEST CONFERENCE 2014 RENEWAL CONFERENCE 

March 14-15 

Buffalo Covenant Church  1601 HWY 25 N  Buffalo, MN 55313 

Compelled to LOVE  Speaker: Rev. Jonna Fantz (associate pastor at Salem Covenant 

Church), Dynamic worship, Breakout sessions, Hand waxing and spa time, Spanish 

interpretation.  Watch for coming registrations.   

 

ADVENTUROUS CHRISTIANS WINTER RETREAT 

March 14-16 2014 

Grand Marais, MN 

Are you ready for some winter fun? Adventurous Christians is our Covenant owned camp 

located near the beautiful Boundary Waters. At this rustic camp, we have the opportunity 

to snowshoe, ski, play broomball, relax by a fire, enjoy a sauna, and if you are brave, jump 

in the lake! It is a wonderful time to reconnect with others and God in his creation. Cost is 

$105/adult, $53/child (4-11 years old). Limited scholarships are available.  

Please contact Mandy Griffin with questions: mjkline8@gmail.com or 612-369-0805.  

Sign up sheet will be at the Welcome Center soon. 
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OUR LEADERS 
MINISTRY TEAM 

Alicia Zepeda               

Bookkeeper 

ext. 19  alicia@first-covenant.org 
 

Anne Vining   

Senior Pastor 

ext. 16 anne@first-covenant.org 
 

Donovan DeGaetano 

Minister to Children & Families 

ext. 20 donovan@first-covenant.org 
 

Jon Hugger           

Head Custodian 

ext. 11   jon@first-covenant.org 
 

Juan Perez    

Custodian 
 

Judy Kline 

Office Coordinator 

ext.12  judy@first-covenant.org 

 

Kate Makosky   

Youth Minister 

ext. 18  kate@first-covenant.org 
 

Keyla Spahr 

Assistant Worship Director 

keyla@first-covenant.org 

LeAnn Pedersen 

Database specialist 

ext. 10  leann@first-covenant.org 
 

Moua Xiong 

Youth & Family Intern 
 

Pat Kohnen 

Organist 

music.by.pdk@live.com 
 

Richard Voth 

Minister of Worship & Creative Arts 

ext. 17  richard@first-covenant.org 
 

Roger Quant 

Visitation Minister 

651-998-6727  rquant@hotmail.com 
 

Ted Nordlund 

Visitation Pastor 

612-724-4864  tednordlund@gmail.com 
 

Touger Thao 

Pastor of Community Engagement 

touger@first-covenant.org 
 

Trish LaMotte 

Administrative Assistant 

ext. 10  trish@first-covenant.org 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Monica Holm 

Worship and Arts 

monica.c.holm@gmail.com  
 

Casey  Nault 

Recording Secretary 

naultcasey@msn.com 
 

Jeff Norris 

Finance 

jeffsandynorris@msn.com 
 

Jim Bain 

Treasurer 

jwbkbain@usfamily.net 
 

Mike Verdoorn 

Local & Global Outreach 

mikeverdoorn@gmail.com  
 

Kara Stromberg 

Spiritual Growth 

karastromberg@gmail.com 

LeAnn Pedersen 

Melissa Johnson 

Congregational Life 

agent.leann@gmail.com 

dm-johnson@live.com 
 

Thom Okoneski 

Buildings & Grounds 

tsokoneski@msn.com 
 

Rachel Hanks 

Moderator 

rjhanks11@mmm.com 
 

Steve Benson 

Financial Secretary 

steve_benson@bluecrossmn.com 
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Our Mission… 

Many voices celebrating our new life  

in Christ, living out God’s love 

through vibrant worship, spiritual 

growth and compassionate service. 

Vibrant Worship 
Rich in tradition and  

creativity, gathering for 
life-giving worship that 

brings glory to the  
Triune God. 

 

Biblical Teaching 
Connecting God’s people 

to God’s Word, to one  
another, and to the world, 
being empowered to live 

as Christ followers. 
 

Community  
Engagement 

Building bridges with  
partners and cultures in 

the community. 
 

Commitment to  
Children and Youth 

Developing and investing 
in children and youth to 

become followers of 
Christ. 

 

Missional Outlook 
Continuing our legacy as 
mission friends and mobi-
lizing people to serve lo-

cally and globally. 
 

Genuine Relationships  
Loving each other 
 as God loves us. 

How we live our mission… 

Grace 

 Receive God’s free gift of forgiveness, mercy 

and love. 

 Live in the reality of grace. 

 Share this gift with others. 

Growth 

 Integrate key spiritual practices into daily living. 

Gathering 

 Gather with the many voices of First Covenant 
Church to worship vibrantly as one body. 

 Gather regularly in LifeGroups to experience 
what it means to be known and to know others, 
in the truth and grace of authentic community. 

 Gather for special events that allow us to 
“celebrate our new life in Christ.” 

 The church caring for one another in time of 
need. 

Gifts 
 Discover and develop gifts, talents, abilities and 
passions, and use them to serve God and the 
world around us. 

Generous Living 
 Discover what it means to live with freedom and  
generosity by trusting God with our resources. 


